
10 Gibson TC, Heitzman MR. Diagnostic efficacy of 24-hr electrocardio-
graphic monitoring for syncope. Am J Cardiol 1984;53;1013–17.

11 Moya A, Sutton R, Ammirati F et al. Guidelines for the diagnosis and
management of syncope. The Task Force for the diagnosis and man-
agement of syncope of the European Society of Cardiology. Eur Heart
J 2009;30;2631–71.

12 National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence. Transient loss of
consciousness (blackouts) in adults and young people. London: NICE,
2010.

13 van Eck JWM, van Hemel NM, van den Bos AA et al. Predictors of
improved quality of life 1 year after pacemaker implantation. Am
Heart J 2008;156:491–7.

14 Shaw DB, Kekwick CA, Veale D, Gowers J, Whistance T. Survival in
second degree atrioventricular block. Br Heart J 1985;53:587–93.

15 Cunnington MS, Plummer CJ, McDiarmid AK, McComb JM. The
patient journey from symptom onset to pacemaker implantation. QJM
2008;101:955–60.

16 Cunnington MS, Plummer CJ, McComb JM. Delays and adverse clin-
ical outcomes associated with unrecognized pacing indications. QJM
2009;102:485–90.

Address for correspondence: Dr BN Shah, Cardiovascular
Biomedical Research Unit, Royal Brompton Hospital, 
Sydney Street, London SW3 6NP. 
Email: benoy@doctors.org.uk

Lesson of the month

506 © Royal College of Physicians, 2011. All rights reserved.
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One naturally mourns for the singlehanded authority of the late
Sheila Sherlock in her famous textbook. But one has to accept
that the extraordinary growth of hepatology since then
demanded a greater pool of contributing expertise. James
Dooley, who co-authored the last three editions of the textbook
with Sheila, has brought in three additional editors for this new
12th edition – Anna Lok from the USA, Andrew Burroughs
from the UK and Jenny Heathcote from Canada. They have
overseen a large team of outstanding experts covering the whole
specialty as it is today. Many of the contributors were trained or
had worked with Sheila at different times and coming, as it were,
from the same mould have maintained that didactic approach of
presentation that brought the book such success over its 50 years
of existence. ‘An accurate source to relevant information from
students to specialist physicians’ is how it is described in the
preface of this new volume.

The clarity of figures and tables has always been a hallmark of
the book and the production team at Wiley-Blackwell is to be

congratulated on the standards obtained. The superb artwork
evident in the first chapter by J Lefkowitch on anatomy and func-
tion is as exciting as is the text. In fact, whichever chapter one
dips into one wants to continue reading. It is invidious to isolate
chapters. One on hepatic fibrogenesis by Scott Freidman, for
example, makes light of scientific complexities and is truly infor-
mative. Those by Andrew Burroughs on portal hypertension,
Marsha Morgan’s on encephalopathy, Jenny Heathcote’s on
autoimmune disease and Anna Lok’s on hepatitis B, and the edi-
tors’ own contributions, are outstanding authoritative accounts,
reflecting the vast clinical experience, as well as research, contri-
butions in these areas.

There are useful contributions on special topics including
the liver and systemic disease, and the liver in pregnancy which
will prove useful to clinicians facing individual clinical prob-
lems. The hepatic transplantation chapter has been extended,
reflecting the importance of this form of therapy in current
hepatological practice.

James Dooley is to be congratulated on his courage and dedi-
cation along with his clearly inspiring leadership to contributing
authors, and he has not allowed Sheila’s volume to die with her
passing. The hepatology world has been given a thoroughly up-
to-date, exciting and cleverly produced volume which competi-
tors will have the greatest difficulty in matching.

ROGER WILLIAMS CBE
Director, Institute of Hepatology, London 
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