
2 Malterud K. The art and science of clinical knowledge: evidence
beyond measures and numbers. Lancet 2001;358:397–400.

3 Charon R. Medicine, the novel, and the passage of time. Ann Int Med
2000;132:63–68.

4 Mersey D, Allum T. Doctors, patients and the search for truth on the
Internet. Clin Med 2002;2:346–7.

5 Department of Health. The expert patient: a new approach to chronic
disease management for the twenty-first century. London:
Department of Health, 2001; www.ohn.gov.uk/ohn/people/expert

6 Tattersall R. The expert patient: a new approach to chronic disease
management for the 21st century. Clin Med 2002;2:211–213.

7 Fallowfield L, Jenkins V, Farewell V, Saul J et al. Efficacy of a Cancer
Research UK communication skills training wobble for oncologists: a
randomised controlled trial. Lancet 2002;359:650–656.

8 Peabody F. The care of the patient. JAMA 1927; 88:877–882.

PETER WATKINS

EDITORIALS

286 Clinical Medicine Vol 2 No 4 July/August 2002

Council for  Resea rch In tegr ity

Misconduct and fraud in research have gained increasing prominence over the past
decade. While other countries such as the USA and Denmark have introduced systems
to deal with the problem the UK academic community has been slow to respond,
although funding agencies such as the Medical Research Council and Wellcome Trust
have introduced guidelines and policies for those supported by them whilst the General
Medical Council has recently published good practice guidelines.

A consensus meeting organized by the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh and
the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Medicine recommended establishment of a Council for
Research Integrity. A recent meeting of several major stakeholders in medical research
agreed that such a body should be established in an advisory capacity. It would advise
research institutions such as medical schools and NHS bodies on good practice and on
investigation of suggested fraud. It could also recommend external individuals who
would conduct rapid investigations when internal mechanisms suggested that there was
a case to answer. It was also agreed that the Academy of Medical Sciences was the most
appropriate body to oversee establishment of the Council.

Professor Sir George Alberti
Past President, Royal College of Physicians
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