EDITORIALS

in this journal recently of the pressing need ‘to shore up and
refurbish professional altruism’.8 Baroness O’Neill argues that
trust in the independent judgement of professionals, so badly
needed in society, might be restored if some professional
organisations accepted the necessary changes. This College has
already been active in examining these issues, initially by its
support for the Medical Professionalism Project.9,10 Now it is
timely and appropriate that the College will not only present
a report on measures to enhance clinical continuity of care,
but will also shortly establish a working party to examine ways
in which we might restore the values of professionalism in
medicine.
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Open access to Clinical Medicine online one year
after publication
From January 2004, the entire contents of each issue of
Clinical Medicine became freely available on the RCP open
website one year after publication. Thus all the issues since the
journal was first published online at the beginning of 2001 up
to the beginning of 2003 are available now, and further issues
become available on a rolling basis. In addition, CME articles
backdated to 1999 are freely accessible in the same way. These
articles are therefore available worldwide, and we believe that
they will be of value not only to established physicians anywhere, but importantly to younger doctors attempting higher
examinations, including of course the MRCP(UK). The four
years (1999 to 2002 inclusive) of CME articles now on the
open website comprise more than 120 articles on 15 different
medical specialties, commissioned and written by experts in
their fields.
Access to these publications is gained through the College
website, www.rcplondon.ac.uk: just click on ‘Clinical
Medicine’, then on ‘full text of issues more than one year old’.
On this page, clicking ‘search’ enables entry of keywords to
bring up a list of articles on the selected CME topic from 1999
onwards. Otherwise, clicking on any individual issue brings up
a list of articles that can then be viewed. Adobe Reader software is required to view the journals. Each article will display
an Adobe button which links directly the Adobe website where
the Reader programme can be downloaded free.
The entire up-to-date contents of Clinical Medicine are of
course available to all Fellows and Collegiate Members online on
the private area of the RCP website. Its free availability now
online to all readers one year after publication is a new
development by the College making an important contribution
to the growing demand by physicians everywhere for medical
education through the electronic media and in particular online.
PETER WATKINS
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